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received the greatest civilities during this visit, and they pressed him very much to have a room in the College.
'In the course of this visit (1754,) Johnson and I walked, three or four times, to Ellsfield, a village beautifully situated about three miles from Oxford, to see Mr. Wise, Radclivian librarian, with whom Johnson was much pleased. At this place, Mr. Wise had fitted up a house and gardens, in a singular manner, but with great taste. Here was an excellent library; particularly, a valuable collection of books in Northern literature, with which Johnson was often very busy. One day Mr. Wise read to us a dissertation which he was preparing for the press, intitled, "A History and Chronology of the fabulous Ages." Some old divinities of Thrace, related to die Titans, and called the CABIRI, made a very important part of the theory of this piece; and in conversation afterwards, Mr. Wise talked much of his CABIRI. As we returned to Oxford in the evening, I out-walked Johnson, and he cried out Sufflamina, a Latin word which came from his mouth with peculiar grace, and was as much as to say, Put on your drag chain. Before we got home, I again walked too fast for him; and he now cried out, " Why, you walk as if you were pursued by all the CABIRI in a body." In an evening, we frequently took long walks from Oxford into the country, returning to supper. Once, in our way home, we viewed the ruins of the abbies of Oseney and Rewley, near Oxford. After at least half an hour's silence, Johnson said, "I viewed them with indignation1!" We had then a long conversation on Gothick buildings; and in talking of the form of old halls, he said, " In these halls, the fire place was anciently always in the middle of the room3, till the Whigs removed it on one side."—About this time there had been an execution of two or three criminals at Oxford on a Monday. Soon afterwards, one day at dinner, I was saying that Mr. Swinton the chaplain of the gaol, and also a frequent preacher before the University, a learned man, but often thoughtless and absent, preached the condemnation-sermon on repentance, before the convicts, on the preceding day, Sunday; and that in the close he told his audience, that he should give them the remainder of what he had to say on the subject, the next Lord's Day. Upon which, one of our company, a Doctor of Divinity, and a plain matter-of-fact man, by way of offering an apology for Mr. Swinton,
1 'RQSwA\ (Hebrides, Aug. 19,1773)        • In Erasmus Philipps's Diary it is
says that Johnson looked at the ruins     recorded that in Pembroke College
at St. Andrew's ' with a strong indig-     early in every November ' was kept a
nation. I happened to ask where     great Gaudy [feast], when the Master
John Knox was buried. Dr. Johnson     dined in public, and the juniors (by
burst out, " I hope in the highway,     an ancient custom they were obliged
I have been looking at his reforma-     to observe) went round the fire in the
tions."'                                                 hall.' Notes &» Queries, 2nd S. x. 443.
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